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From General Butler to General Palmer
Head Quarters Department of Virginia and North Carolina, FOBT MONEOH, NOD. 28th, 1864
PLEASE answer specifically the following questions. How many men have you mounted fit for duty in your command? How many horses that would be fit for cav. or mounted infantry could you by most vigorous collection be able to get together at or near Newbern, besides those reckoned in answer to the first question? Would you then have mule or horse teams sufficient to carry 600,000 rounds of small arms,. ammunition on a fifty mile march?
I desire an answer to these questions forthwith. I am very respectfully,                   Yow ^.^ ^^ B R R
From General Sutler
Head Quarters Department of Virginia and North Carolina, FOBT MONBOH, VIRGINIA, November 28th, 1864
GEORGE H. POWERS, Esq.
I AM pained to announce to you the destruction of the " Greyhound" by fire. I believe the accident occurred from causes wholly beyond the control of the master and crew.
The furnace door blew open and scattered the coals through the fire room. The pumps were promptly applied and the fire subdued below, but it burst out on deck through the sheathing of the steam pipe.
I was on board at the time and observed the conduct of the officers and men. While all behaved well, I desire specially to commend the coolness, energy and brave conduct of Mr. Bradford, the master of the boat. He will give you the particulars of the affair.
I have sent him north to select another boat for similar uses as the "Greyhound," and shall ask the owners to put him in command of it if chartered for my service. I can give na higher commendation of my opinion of his efficiency.
Respectfully, BENJ. F. BUTLER, M aj. Gen'L Comd'g.
From General Butler
UNOFFICIAL.   Head Quarters &o., Nov. 28th, 1864
Hon. WM. WHITING, Solicitor of the War Department
Mr DEAR WHITING: I enclose herewith to you a note to the Secretary of War in relation to the matter of Sam'l. Smith